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Independence Day Festivities
Evening activities will be held at the Bridgeton
Municipal Athletic Complex (BMAC) beginning at 6 p.m.
on July 4th. Festivities include food vendors, a live band
concert by Trilogy, and a fireworks extravaganza at dark. Parking is
available at Hussman and other businesses along St. Charles Rock Road.
Accessible parking is available with a parking permit obtained through
members of the Bridgeton City Council.
Food vendors and the BMAC concession stands will be open for food
and alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverage purchases. Outside food
and beverages are allowed, as well.
Event patrons are encouraged to use the restrooms and
concession stand on the north side of the complex.
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From the Mayor’s Desk | Bridgeton Completes Large Financial Deal
The City recently finalized what
may be the largest financial
transaction ever done by
Bridgeton. The City Council
approved the Administration’s
proposal to refinance and issue
more than $27-million in
bonding. Taking advantage
of low interest rates, the city
refinanced the Certificates of Participation (COPs)
bonds still outstanding for the construction of the
new government center, the public works/streets
department garage and storage area, and the
recreation center. Bridgeton also issued new debt
to eliminate the unfunded liability that existed in
the traditional employee pension program.
“By refinancing the COPs, the city will save approximately $2,014,000 during the next 12 years after
which, the bonds will be retired,” said Mayor Terry
Briggs. “Additionally, by the city issuing $13,635,000
in special obligation bonds to make the traditional
employee pension program reach the 100 percent
funding level, we estimate the city could save as much
as $23-million during the next 23-years. This just
made sound financial sense for the city of Bridgeton.”
All of the bonds sold by the city were special obligation
bonds. The refinancing of the COPs is tax-exempt

Congratulation to
Councilmembers Luke,
Grimmer and Norris and
Judge Larrew on their
successful campaigns

because they were issued for structures while the
bonds for the retirement system are taxable.
Helping the City get a favorable interest rate was the
rating Bridgeton received from Standard & Poor’s,
a national known rating firm. “The city’s bond rating
increased from an A- to an A,” said Mayor Briggs.
“This and the very strong demand for bonds helped
reduce our rate 5-8 basis points, resulting in a lower
interest rate.” The city’s underwriter, Stifel Nicholas
of St. Louis actually received almost twice as many
orders to purchase the bonds than it did bonds to
sell and from a wide variety of financial institutions;
including banks, trusts, insurance companies and even
a religious order.
“The total overall savings projected to be achieved
by the sale of these two series of bonds will provide
additional resources to help the city continue the
wide array of services residents receive and secure
additional financial security for Bridgeton for many
years,” said Mayor Briggs. “Although many people,
including myself, don’t like to incur large amounts of
debt, the savings greatly outweigh the disadvantages
of doing this deal.”
Bridgeton used the services of Stifel Nicholas of
St. Louis and the law firm of Gilmore & Bell to
complete the transaction.
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Bridgeton to Honor Area Businesses during
Annual Independence Day Parade
The City of Bridgeton is pleased to announce that the annual
Independence Day Parade is returning, following its 2020 cancellation
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This year’s theme is “The Best of Bridgeton”, with businesses, organizations, walking groups, bands and antique cars encouraged to show their
“best” to the residents and spectators along the parade route. Our parade
marshal for the event is the “best” known mascot in town….FREDBIRD®.
All are invited to participate or view the event, which will begin at 1 p.m.
on Sunday July 4. The parade will start in the St. Gerard subdivision
and proceed west on Natural Bridge and end in the Target parking lot.
The parade will conclude with prizes and trophies being awarded for the
“best” floats, performance groups, decorate vehicles, and antique and
custom cars.
Deadline for entries in the parade is Monday, June 15th. Visit
bridgetonmo.com or call 314-739-5599 for more information.

Ward One Residents
Elect New City
Councilmember
In a close race, candidate Dave Webb
narrowly beat incumbent, Robert Saettele,
for the Ward One Council seat at the
April 6th General Municipal Election.
Councilmember Webb was sworn in by
City Clerk, Stacey Mann, at the April 21st
City Council Meeting, for a two-year term.
At the same meeting, Mayor Briggs
and City Council recognized former
Councilmember Saettele for his leadership
and dedication to the City since 2009.
General Municipal Elections are held
annually on the first Tuesday of April.
Nominations for City Council must be
done by petition, with fifty (50) signatures
required for prospective council candidates.
If you are interested in learning more about
future elections, please contact Stacey
Mann at smann@bridgetonmo.com.
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Helpful Information from the Department of Public Works
Trash & Recycling Container Storage
For the healthful enjoyment of your adjoining
neighbors and to keep the City looking clean, trash
and recycling containers must be hidden from the
view of the street and neighboring properties.
Containers should always be stored behind the front
building line of your home. Some examples of places
to keep your trash and recycling containers are either
in your backyard, on the side of your home, or inside
of the garage. Place containers curbside before 6 a.m.
on your collection day and remove carts from the
curb within 12 hours of collection service. To keep
pests away, close all lids and do not overfill containers.

PODS – Dumpsters – Storage Trailers
As your spring cleaning turns into summer projects,
the City would like to remind you that a permit is
required if you are planning to use a dumpster,

portable on-demand storage unit
(“POD”) and/or a storage trailer
at your home.
The cost of the permit is $50
and the permit is valid for
fifteen (15) days. Only two of
these permits may be issued for any lot
or parcel of property in any twelve (12) month
period. If your project needs a little more time,
you may submit a written request to the City for an
additional fifteen (15) days. A dumpster/POD/storage
trailer cannot be placed in the public rights of way
and cannot interfere with the free and safe flow of
vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
If your project has an active building permit issued
by the City, a dumpster permit is not required.
For additional information, call the Public Works
Department at 314-739-7665.

EPA Administrator Visits Bridgeton
The new administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), Michael Regan, visited with
city and local leaders recently. Regan was in town to
promote the Biden Administration’s infrastructure
programs as they impact the environment, and to
reassure Bridgeton officials that the plan for cleaning
up the Westlake Landfill will continue without delay.
“I was pleased with the continued commitment
Administrator Regan made toward getting rid of the
majority of contaminated material in the landfill,” said
Bridgeton Mayor Terry Briggs. The three participating
parties responsible for paying the remediation costs
are currently conducting soil tests to determine the
areas with the highest levels of detectable materials.
Once the locations have been pinpointed, the actual
excavation of the material is expected to start;
sometime in 2023.

Also joining the meeting was the newly elected
Congresswoman from Missouri’s first Congressional
District, Cori Bush. Congresswoman Bush, known
for her activism, said she too would follow-up with
EPA and Administrator Regan to ensure the landfill
clean-up project stays on track.
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Concerts in the Park
The Gentry Park Band Shell
4201 Fee Fee Rd. Bridgeton, MO

Arvell & Company
Sunday, June 13th

PRESENTED BY:

6:00-8:00 p.m.
Mowtown, Blues, Rock

Summer Kickoff Event

Tim Cunningham
Thursday, July 15th
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Jazz

Fanfare w/ Kitty Moller
Thursday, August 19th
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Classic Rock

That 80’s Band

Sunday, September 12th
6:00-8:00 p.m.
80’s Rock

FREE! Bring your own lawn chair or blanket. Food
will not be provided. Outside food, beverages,
and alcoholic beverages are welcome. No glass
containers, please. For more information call
(314)739-5599 or visit our Facebook Page at
www.facebook.com/BridgetonRecreation/
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Mosquito Control
Not only are mosquitoes a summer nuisance, they
also pose a potential health threat as they can transmit
such mosquito-borne diseases such as West Nile virus,
encephalitis, dengue, malaria and dog heart worm.
The best way to protect against mosquito-borne
disease is to prevent mosquito bites.
If you are experiencing a problem with mosquitoes,
here are a few suggestions for avoiding mosquito
bites.
n

n

n

n

Wear a long sleeve shirt, long pants, and a hat
when going into mosquito-infested areas, such as
wetlands or woods.
Stay indoors from dusk to dawn, if possible, when
mosquitoes are the most active.
Use mosquito repellent when necessary. Read the
label and carefully follow instructions. Take special
care when using repellent on children.
Use yellow bulbs for your outside lights as they do
not draw as many insects as white lights.

Retirement of Chief Hood
Chief Donald Hood has announced
his retirement from the Bridgeton
Police Department effective July 31st,
2021. This announcement marks the
culmination of the Chief’s 43-year
career with the City of Bridgeton, and
12th year as Chief.
The City of Bridgeton congratulates
Chief Hood on an incredible career in law enforcement,
and thanks him for his service and dedication these past
four decades.
City Council has approved the appointment of Major Mark
Mossotti as the City’s next Chief of Police. Major Mossotti is
a 35-year veteran of the Department.

Mosquitoes develop only in water. Water standing
for over one week can produce a crop of mosquitoes.
Eliminating standing water is the most important
thing that can be done to help eliminate mosquitoes.
Please look around your home and front/side/back
yards and don’t give mosquitoes a new home.
n

Drain any standing water in your yard such as in
toys, flowerpots or ponding in the yard.

n

Change water in your birdbaths, fountains, wading
pools and animal water bowls at least twice a week.

n

Make sure roof gutters drain properly and clean
clogged gutters in the spring and fall.

n

Purple Martins feed on mosquitoes, so if you are
a bird lover, a Purple Martin bird house will help
with this problem.

If you wish to spray your yard to control mosquitoes,
your local hardware store can recommend insecticides
or natural repellents that are effective and approved
by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Here
are two over-the-counter foggers that have been
approved by the EPA.
1. Ortho Mosquito Be Gone — hooks up to your
garden hose
2. Cutter Yard Guard
These products are sprayed on your vegetation leaving
a residue. When mosquitoes hide in the vegetation
from the sun, they get the chemical on their legs and
it kills them. This spray will last up to four weeks even
with light rain, but after a heavy storm, it washes away.
The City will continue to provide information to
our residents in an effort to heighten awareness of
mosquito control. Please call the Department of
Public Works if you have any questions regarding
mosquito control at 314-739-7665.
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Bridgeton Recognized For Financial Reporting
The City of Bridgeton has again been recognized by
the Government Finance Officers Association of the
United States and Canada (GFOA) for its comprehensive
annual financial report for 2019. GFOA presented its
highest honor for government financial reporting,
the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting, to the city. This marks the 40th
time the city of Bridgeton has received the honor.

An impartial panel, convened by the GFOA, judged
the city’s financial report based on a number of
factors all demonstrating a constructive “spirit of full
disclosure” to clearly communicate its financial story
and motivate potential users and user groups to read
the report. According to the GFOA, Bridgeton’s
attainment of this award in 2019 represents a significant
accomplishment by Bridgeton and its management.

“City officials are again pleased to be recognized for
the work put forth to present the city’s financial position
in a clear, concise and comprehensive manner,” said
Bridgeton Mayor Terry Briggs. “This award demonstrates the hard work of all city departments, but
particularly the Finance Department, which oversees
the budget process, in developing the report.”

The Government Finance Officers Association
advances excellence in government finance by
providing best practices, professional development
and practical research for more than 21,000 members
and the communities they serve.

Security Camera Assists with Arrest
On April 6th, 2021, officers of the Bridgeton Police
Department responded to a report of a burglary in
progress in the 11500 block of Mark Twain Lane.
While the suspect had fled prior to the arrival of the
police, investigative procedures quickly began, and
within hours a suspect was identified in large part to
the Bridgeton Police Department Resident Camera
Program.
Crime prevention is a collaborative effort, and is only
possible when Law Enforcement and the community
work together. In this case it was the cooperation of
citizens reporting suspicious persons and sharing
security footage, that led to law enforcement
identifying and arresting two suspects involved in this
burglary and others in surrounding communities.
Registering your home or business camera system
with the Bridgeton Police Department is as easy as
ever, just follow the link provided below and fill in

your information.
Please note that
registering your
camera does not give
the department access
to your device, any
images shared with the
police department will be at the discretion of
the property owner. In the event of an incident in
your area, you may be contacted and asked to review
any images that may assist with the identification of
a suspect.
Applications for the Resident Camera Program
can also be obtained at City Hall during normal
business hours.

www.bridgetonmo.com/formcenter/police-department-4/
resident-camera-program-46
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Payne-Gentry House Re-Opens in
Time to Celebrate 150th Anniversary
Happy spring from the Bridgeton Historical Commission and
Society! After being closed during 2020, the Historical
Commission & Society is pleased to being offering tours
and other events at the Payne-Gentry House. Please join us
on August 1st as we celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the
Payne-Gentry House, and allow our guides to provide you with a
living history tour. Special events and activities for children are
also planned.
If you are unable to make this event,
the Payne Gentry House is open the first
Sunday of each month from 1 p.m.– 4 p.m.,
with a small entry fee. For future
announcements and event details,
please check the City of Bridgeton
publications, the Seniority and Banner,
as well as the Localite and the Bridgeton
Historical Facebook page.
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For additional information, please call
Cindy at 314-739-5599.

Lawn Maintenance
One thing the COVID-19 pandemic has not stopped this
spring is the growth of grass and the need to mow your lawn.
Section 255.010 of the Bridgeton municipal code states that property owners are
not allowed any growth of grass or weeds to a height of over ten (10)
inches. Weeds, grass, and shrubs must also be maintained to avoid
		
obstructing rights of way or utilities.
A code enforcement officer during routine neighborhood inspections or upon a
complaint, may identify and check properties for compliance.
If a property is not in compliance, a code enforcement officer will post a Notice of
Violation on the property and mail a written violation to the property owner. If the
property is not corrected within five (5) days, the City will mow the property and
charge the cost to the property owner. A special tax bill containing the mowing
expense and City’s administrative fee will be assessed against the property and
added to the property owner’s yearly real estate tax bill. This process will take
place every time the property is found to not be in compliance.

